The Halvorson Family of Lake Andrew Township
Report prepared by Earl O. Knutson, August, 2014
This Halvorson family was once prominent in the Norway Lake area. The back pages of Keeping the
Faith, Sharing the Faith (henceforth referred to as KFSF)1, with records going back to the 1860s, has 61 unique
Halvorsons or Halvorsens, many of them members of this family. Spellings vary: the back pages also list 10
Haavelsons or Haavelsens, and 15 Hovelsons or Hovelsens, many of them the same people as those in the list of
61. To this we can add one Haavelsdatter and one Halvorsdatter. Records from the East Norway Lake Lutheran
Church, available at http://debbiesgenealogy.com/ also list Halvorsons, again many duplicating KFSF.
A further indication of the prominence of this family can be seen in a 1905 plat map (Appendix A).
Three of Haavel's sons owned 1117 acres in Lake Andrew Township. Grandchildren and a son-in-law owned
additional land.
In preparing the information presented below, I owe a great deal to my colleague Marlin Henjum. He
has assembled an amazing amount of information and has posted the same on ancestry.com. He has shared
many charts and census images.. I'm lucky also to have made contact with Harold Shannon, a Halvorson
descendant who has independently assembled and shared a mass of information. Another individual who has
helped is Thelma Johnson, who (it appears) has been a lifelong student of the pioneer families of the Norway
Lake area. Finally, I want to acknowledge help received from the Kandiyohi County Historical Society
(herinafter abbreviated KCHS).
Origins of the family; Haavel and Berti
One of the earliest funerals listed in the back pages of KFSF is Hovel Halvorson, in 18752. From this
starting point, a great source of information is the Illustrated History of Kandiyohi County (henceforth
IHKC1905), published in 1905. (This and many other resources can be found at the Kandiyohi County
Historical Society and, recently, online.) Under First Settlers, Lake Andrew Township, it is written:
HAVOLDSON, HAAVEL - Born Lands parish, Norway, Jan. 15, 1797; came to
America in 1857; settled first at Rock Prairie, Wis.; sons first came to Monongalia
county in 1859; made pre-emption filing on NE½ of sec. 18 in July 1862;
homestead in sec. 3; died March 7, 1875. Wife, Berti Hansdotter, born May 7,
1802, in same parish as husband; died Jan. 3, 1869. Sons, Johannes, Halvor,
Andreas, Ole, and Hans. Daughters, Ingeborg, Mathea and Lena.
Despite the different spelling, it is clear that Haavel Havoldson is the same person as Hovel Halvorson. Since
this was written before 1905 while many of the children were living and nearby, it should be reliable. A death
record at the Kandiyohi County office building confirms Hovel's date of death and gives the extra information
that he arrived in Minnesota on July 15, 1859.
Some information about the family's life in Norway can be gleaned from Boka om Land, Bind X3. All 8
offspring are listed; no mention is made of children dying young. The oldest child was born in 1827, suggesting
that Haavel and Berti were married about that time. The family lived from 1827 to 1836 at Kvernstuen, which
appears to be a part of the Frøysland Farm. “Kvern” is the Norwegian word for mill, either a saw mill or a flour
mill, suggesting that Haavel was a miller. Starting in 1836 the family moved to other places, suggesting that
they lived a tenant farmer's life. (The multiple dwelling places are confirmed by noting the baptism records of
the children – see later.) The picture given is that of a life-long hired man, or tenant farmer.
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Keeping the Faith, Sharing the Faith, the centennial book of the First Lutheran Church of Norway Lake,
published in 1992.
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Oddly, the Debbie Boe's summary of the East Norway Lake Church centennial book lists Hovel Halvorson with a 1871 burial
date.
Torpa B, Boka om Land – Bind X, authored by Svein Erik Ødegaard, in the library of Landingslag, www.landingslag.org.
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Given that the family emigrated from Lands Parish4, Norway in 1857, a search of that Parish's church
books yielded a record, dated June 18, 1857, indicating a departure (Utflyttede) from that parish. That record is
shown in the adjacent graphic. Although not easy to read, the first line is Hovel Halvors. xxxx age 60. The
second line reads Berte Hansdt. Age 55. Six children are listed in age order: Halvor, Ingeborg, Johannes, Ole,
Martea. and Nikoline. The actual birthdates of the chidren are given, for example, 8/4/27, meaning the 8th day
of the fourth month of 1827. Two of the children, Hans and Andreas, did not emigrate with the rest. Each of
the 8 children will be chronicled more completely later in this report.
A snip from the “Udflyttde, 1857” page of the Lands Torpa, Nordsinni,
Østsinni Parish records. Shows the Havel Halvorson family leaving that
parish on June 18, 1857.

The 1860 US census for Minnesota, which can be viewed at the KCHS, contains the following family,
with location specified only as Monongalia County, Green Lake Post Office:
Name

Age

Havel Halvorson

63

Betsy

58

John

23

Ole

21

Lina

12

(This was handwritten – not easy to read.) The names have been mangled/simplified, Berti to Betsy, Johannes
to John, Nikoline to Lina. Except for Lina, the ages match the utflyttede record.
The census gives no information about what manner of house they had to to live in. It may well have
been a sod house. Also lacking is information about the other three children (Halvor, Ingeborg, Matea) in the
1857 immigrant group.

4

This and the other information from Norwegian church records can be found in http://arkivverket.no/arkivverket/Digitalarkivet.
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The 1870 census has two Halvorson family listings, both in Monongalia County:
In Harrison Township

In Norway Lake Township

Name

Age

Name

Age

John Halvorson

33

Ole Halvorson

30

Olina

25

Maria

17

Halvor

43

Hans

36

Havel

73

(Monongalia County was later absorbed into Kandiyohi County) Havel, now age 73, has moved in with son
John (Johannes) and son Ole, having married, has a separate household. John's older siblings Halvor and Hans
are also residing with him. Berti (Betsy), having passed in 1869, is not listed.
This is an appropriate point to end the presentation of findings about Haavel and Berti. The burials of
both are recorded in the back pages of KFSF, listed as Hovel Halvorson and Berthe Hansdatter. These burials
are also recorded in http://www.debbiesgenealogy.com/East%20Norway%20Lake%20Lutheran%20cemetery.htm, with the same names but different dates. The grave markers are in the cemetery of the East
Norway Lake Lutheran Church. Inscriptions are given in Appendix A.
Halvor Halvorson (1827-1898)
Halvor was the eldest of the sibling flock. A word is in order here about Norwegian naming
conventions: the eldest son normally was given the name of his paternal grandfather and the second son
normally got his maternal grandfather's name; similar for daughters; all children were given, as a second name,
their father's name with 'son” (or “sen”) or “datter” (or “dotter”) appended. Their third name was the farm on
which they were living. From this we can surmise that the paternal grandfather's name was Halvor and that the
current Halvor's second name should be Haavelsen. However, Haavelsen and Halvorson sound very similar
when spoken and, over time, the Haavelsen spelling was dropped. Interestingly, in the KFSF burial records, the
listing is Halvor Hovelson.
Duplications in names also has to be kept in mind while searching records. The current Halvor had a
nephew named Halvor A. Halvorson, also in Kandiyohi County.
A brief paragraph about Halvor is found in the Lake Andrew section of IHKC1905, just below the entry
about his father Haavel. It reads;
HALVORSON, HALVOR – Born in Lands parish, Norway, 1827; son of Haavel
and Berti Halvorson; filed on claim in timber north of lake in sec. 6, in 1862;
single; died May 19, 1898.
A search of baptism records in Lands Parish shows that the date of birth was April 8,1827. The record also
mentions the farm name Frösland.
No obituary has been found for Halvor. As already mentioned, in the 1870 census Halvor is listed as
living in the household of his younger brother Johannes (John). Perhaps there was some handicap that
prevented him from living a full, vigorous life.
However, Halvor may well have been a beloved brother, brother-in-law and uncle. There is a handsome,
obelisk grave marker for him at the cemetery of the First Lutheran Church of Norway Lake. Appendix A has a
photo of Halvor, looking rather distinguished in a tall hat.
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Andreas Halvorson (1829-1894)
An important step in searching for information about Andreas came from information assembled by
Marlin Henjum and available on Ancestry.com. It was stated that Andreas' wife's name was Agnete Hansdatter.
A search in the www.norwayheritage.com list of ship's passengers using Agnete was successful, yielded the
following passengers on the 1866 sailing of the ship Tordenskiold:
A snip from the passenger list for the 1866 sailing of the ship Tordenskiold

Thus, Andreas had stayed on in Norway when his parents and six of his siblings emigrated in 1857. In fact,
Andreas was already married at that time and there were two small children. As seen above, two more children
were born by the time Andreas and Agnete emigrated.
Note the spelling of Andreas' last name, literally the son of Hovel. Also, the oldest son in this family
was given the name of the maternal grandfather – an exception to the usual rule.
In the Lands Parish baptism records, it is found that Andreas was born June 8, 1829. The farm name
Frösland is again mentioned. In the Land, Torpa, Nordsinni, Østsinni marriage records it is found that the
couple was married in 1854, but the specific date is unreadable.
An index to the1875 Minnesota State Census has “Ardress” Halvorson, with Agnete, Johan, Halvor and
Berta residing in Lake Andrew Township of Kandiyohi County. The family with all four children also appeared
in the 1880 census.
No obituary was found for Andreas Halvorson but the back pages of KFSF show the burial of Andreas
Haavelson in 1894. This checks with the 1915 obituary for “Agnette” Halvorson, which stated that Andreas
passed 20 years earlier. This obituary also states that three children had pre-deceased her, and that only the only
surviving child was John A. Halvorson. However, there were 14 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren – a
rich flock of descendants.
Ingeborg (1831 - ????)
Ingeborg is an unsolved puzzle. Baptism records from Lands Parish show that she was born December
8, 1831 to Hovel Halvorson and Berte Hansdatter Frösland. As already seen, she emigrated, already 25 years
old, with her parents and 5 siblings in 1857. Her further journey is a big question.
There are tantalizing leads. A Minnesota State index to marriages shows an Ingeborg Halvorson
marrying John Edberg in Kandiyohi County on August 2, 1869, and indeed this couple appears in the 1880
census. However, Ingeborg's age in the record is about 8 years too young. No obituary for Mrs. Edberg was
found, but the death records at the Kandiyohi County Office Building confirm the age shown in the census. - 8
years too young to be “our” Ingeborg. The death record is strange in that the spaces provided for parents names
are left blank. With 5 brothers and one sister living in the area, it is inconceivable that a wrong age would be
given and the parents names left as unknown. Conclusion: this is not the right Ingeborg.
The second tantalizing lead takes us in another direction. There is a lengthy 1928 article by a local
historian named Gabriel Stene in which Stene reports on a long interview with another pioneer, the 90 year old
Hans Petterson. In listing the 1860 inhabitants of the south shore of Norway Lake, Petterson names Havold
Halvorson and wife, and a daughter Mrs. Jensen. Could Mrs. Jensen be the missing daughter Ingeborg? In fact,
the 1860 census does list a John and Ingeborg Jensen, both age 34. This Ingeborg is 5 years too old to be
Haavel and Berti's daughter. Again, this is not the right Ingeborg.
Efforts to find an Ingeborg of the right age in the 1880 censuses of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois and
Nebraska have yielded only one possibility, that in Chicago. That is probably coincidental.
Some of Ingeborg's sibling's obituaries mention here name, but none give a married name or a place of
residence. This leaves the impression that Ingeborg had become estranged from her siblings. A slight counterPage 4

indication is found in the obituary of the youngest sibling, which names all the siblings and states that all had
passed. Thus, the estrangement, if any, was not so complete that news of Ingeborg's passing got lost.
Hans (1834-????)
Baptism records from Lands Parish show Hans was born June 19, 1834 to Hovel “Haldorson” and
Berthe Hansdatter Frösland. (In this case, the Norwegian naming convention was not followed, as it is the third
son, not the second son, that was given his maternal grandfather's name.) His date of emigration is not known;
a Hans Halvorson of the right age was found among the passengers in a 1865 sailing of the ship Balder, but this
is an unconfirmed possibility. At any rate, as mentioned earlier, the 1870 census of Minnesota showed Hans
living in his younger brother John's household.
Following are the first few lines of a news article in the Republican Gazette for June 21, 1906:
FOUL PLAY SUSPECTED
Lake Andrew Citizens go to Nebraska to Investigate Possible Murder of
Relative.
New London Times: About ten or twelve years ago Hans Halvorson, brother of
John and Ole Halvorson of Norway Lake, went to Nebraska, where he resided
about two years, working for a farmer, about half way between Franklin and
Bloomington, and at the end of two years he disappeared and nothing has been
heard from him since. ….
The article goes on to say that a brother and a nephew went to Nebraska to investigate. The findings were
inconclusive. Hence, the manner of death and the final resting place for Hans is not known.
So Hans went to Nebraska at about 60 years of age. Why? He may have hoped to find work there in the
aftermath of the depression of 1893. The move might have been made easier by the fact that his younger sister
Martha Hanson lived there. Age may not have been a barrier, as his father had emigrated from Norway, a much
riskier move, at the same age.
To end on an unkind note, it seems that Hans, like older brother Halvor, lived a life of little consequence.
Johannes (1836 – 1921)
Johannes, later known as John, is honored with a substantial paragraph in the rated IHKC1905. It reads:
HALVORSON, JOHANNES – Born at Gausdal, Lands Parish, Norway, Oct. 7, 1836;
came with family to Rock Prairie, Wisconsin in 1857; selected claim on NE¼ of sec. 18,
July 25, 1859; located following year; when driven out by Indians spent four years at
Fort Francis, Benton County. First wife, Oline Olsdatter; died in 1870; one son, John
Oliver. Second wife, Christine Hoff; five children living by this marriage – four sons
and one daughter – Bernard, Henry, Justin Hardwick, Magnus and Emily Josephine, all
of whom live at Norway Lake except Justin, who lives in New London.
This was written while Johannes was still living, so we can expected it to be accurate. Norwegian baptism
records confirm the above-stated date of birth and place of baptism. The father's name is listed as Haavel
Halvorson Nygaard, a change from the Frösland cited for the older children.
From his obituary in the New London Times, Nov. 17, 1921 we see that his death occurred on
November 5, 1921 at age 85. It gives the married name of his daughter and the locations of his children. It also
gives the news that a sister, Mrs. Martha Hanson of Bloomington, Nebraska, passed just 8 days after Johannes.
Appendix B shows that Johannes married twice and had 6 children. Only two married and had families.
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Ole (1839 – 1924)
Although Ole is perhaps the most prominent member of this Halvorson family, he rated only a small
paragraph in IHKC1905. (Could it be that individuals had to pay for space in this book?)
HALVORSON,OLE -Born at Gausdal, Norway; brother of Johannes and
Halvor Halvorson; located in sec. 6 in 1859; homestead on sec. 10; lives on
place.
In contrast, Ole's obituary is quite long. Among other things, the obituary corrects the above as to place
of birth: it is Ness, Hedmark, some distance east of where the older siblings were born. This is confirmed by
the baptism listing in the books of the church at Ness, Hedmark. The date of birth given in the obituary and in
the church record is July 17, 1839. In the baptism record, the name is spelled Ole Haavelsen and the parents are
listed as Haavel Halvorsen and Berthe Hansdatter. The farm name is unreadable.
The obituary repeats the family's migration history and names the parents and siblings. Two marriages
are listed: Maria Jacobson who died in 1881, and Ragna Knudson. There were six children, four of whom
survived Ole. Two daughters, one from each marriage, married Thompson brothers and settled in Superior, WI.
One son from the first marriage, Herman, became a medical doctor practicing in Chicago.
The obituary describes a rather impressive funeral. There was a judge among the honorary pallbearers.
Relatives from as far as Chicago and Detroit were in attendance. In one respect the obituary seems to be in
error: it states that the funeral service was held at the East Norway Lake church, but Ole's name does not appear
in the list of burials found in that church's centennial book. The headstone is at the cemetery of the First
Lutheran Church of Norway Lake.
It is sometimes said that Ole Halvorson was one of the very few who stayed in the area during those
years when most settlers were in exile following the U.S. - Dakota War in 1862. However, consider these words
from the obituary: “The deceased lived thru the stirring period of our local history when the white settlers were
obliged to flee before the great uprising of the Sioux Indians in 1862. He came back and developed his farm
home...” These words – he came back - imply that Ole did not stay following the uprising.
Appendix B shows that Ole married twice and had five children.
Marthea (1845 – 1921)
The baptism record from Land Parish has an entry for Marthea, born March 21, 1845 to Hovel
Halvorson and Berthe Hansdatter. The farm name is difficult to read, but is perhaps Kleveneie. This birthdate
agrees with that already noted in the “utflyttede” list, where the name is spelled Matia and the month of birth is
difficult to read.
Marthea, later simplified to Martha, took her own route in America. Research done by Harold Shannon
indicated that she married a William Hanson from Illinois. Indeed. the 1870 census for Illinois, Town of Boone,
County of Boone, has:
1870 Census, Town of Boone, Boone County, IL
Name

age

Occupation

William Hanson

27

Saloon Keeper

Martha Hanson

b. 1845

Anna Hanson

3

Bertha Hanson

4 mo.

Osman Osmanson

21
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Laborer

In the 1880 census5, the family has moved to Bloomington, Franklin County, Nebraska.
1880 Census, Bloomington, Franklin County, NE
Name

age

Birthplace

Occupation

William Hanson

36

Illinois

Blacksmith

Martha Hanson

34

Norway

Anna H.

13

Wisconsin

Berthie K.

10

Illinois

Hanna A.

8

Nebraska

William C.

3

Nebraska

Everett L.

7 months

Nebraska

Ancestry.com expands on this list: it gives 11 children including one of age between Hanna and William C.
Many of the children are also profiled on Ancestry.com. There must be a large flock on descendants, but efforts
to contact them have been unsuccessful.
Nicoline (1849 – 1925)
Lands Parish baptism records have an entry for Nicoline, born November 9, 1849 to parents Hovel
Halvorson and Berthe Hansdatter. The farm name appears to be Frösland, indicating that the family has
returned to an earlier place of living. It is remarkable that her mother was 47 years old at the time of Nicoline's
birth.
As noted earlier, “Nikoline” was one of the six siblings that emigrated with her parents in 1857. In
American records, her name was shortened to Lina or Lena. As also earlier noted, Lena was listed in the 1860
Minnesota census living in her parent's household.
The back pages of KFSF show that Lina Halvorsen and Jacob Jacobson were married in 1870. The 1880
census for Kandiyohi County, Minnesota has the following information:
1880 census for Arctander, Kandiyohi County, Minnesota
Name

Age

Birthplace

Jacob Jacobson

39

Norway

Lena

30

Norway

Hannah

13

Wisconsin

Julius B.

9

Minnesota

Clara M.

6

Minnesota

George L.

5

Minnesota

Herbert A.

3

Minnesota

Ella W.

1

Minnesota

The Ancestry.com profile for Lina shows 3 additional children: Mary E. (born 1883), Robert S. (1886), Ethel B.
(1889).
5

This and other 1880 census information came from a valuable set of web site that have since disappeared, namely Nordmenn i
Nebraska, 1880 and similar web sites for Minnesota, the Dakotas, Iowa and Wisconsin,. These were data collected by Gerhard
Naeseth. These sites could be searched by name or many other keys. The sites got lost when digitalarkivet.uib.no went under a
new umbrella. Hopefully, they will come back some day.
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Obituaries were found for both Jacob (died May 4, 1919) and Lena (April 15, 1925). Both list the
children and indicate that some have scattered to places like Chicago, Detroit, and Birmingham, Alabama.
Both obituaries have some puzzling statements, even errors. Jacob's states that “he was united in
marriage to Miss Lena Halvorson and later moved to Minnesota.” However, we know from census records that
Lena had come to Minnesota before 1860. Also, KFSF records show that the marriage occurred in Minnesota in
1870. Another puzzle is how the oldest daughter Hannah fits into the story.
Lena's obituary contains an incredible mistake: it states that she married Peter Jacobson! Peter was a
brother-in-law, not the husband!
Closing
The last paragraph of Lena's obituary serves well as a closing statement for this report on the Halvorsons
of Norway Lake and Lake Andrew. It reads:
Thus passes the last of the well-known Halvorson family
which came to Norway lake in '59. The five brothers
Johannes, Halvor, Andreas, Ole and Hans and the two
sisters Ingeborg and Mathea have all gone before, Ole
dying July, last year. Peace to their memory.
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Appendix A
Supplemental Graphics.

Above left: Haavel Halvorson (1997-1875). This photo, obviously taken before 1875, must be one of the
earliest portrait pictures taken of a Norway Lake settler. Note the plaid vest. In this photo Haavel exudes a
certain sense of accomplishment. This photo, as well as those of Halvor and Johannes (below), were copied
from Festskrift, En fremstilling af det kirkelige arbeide i Norway Lake fra 1862-1916.
Above right: The tombstones of Haavel and Berthe Halvorson, located in the cemetery of the East Norway Lake
Lutheran Church. The stones appear to be well-maintained.

Above left: Halvor Halvorson. Center: Johannes (John) Halvorson. Above right: Andreas (Andrew) and
Agnette Halvorson This photo was shared by Harold Shannon, who described it thus: “The picture is an
electronic restoration of a damaged 16 x 20 original that hung in the Halvorson home at County Road 40 and
County Road 5. I estimate the picture to have been taken in the late 1880's.”
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At left, Ole Halvorson, from a photo in
Festskrift, En fremstilling af det kirkelige
arbeide i Norway Lake fra 1862-1916.
At right in the sunglasses and hat: Nicoline
(Lina) Jacobson, cropped from a photo
shared by Thelma Johnson.

This 1905 plat map shows that brothers Anders, John and Ole Halvorson had title to some 1200 acres of farm
land. An additional 240 acres is in the name of the next generation of Halvorsons.
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Appendix B.
Children and Grandchildren of Haavel Halvorson and Berti Hansdatter
The highlight indicates that the date is confirmed in church records in Norway.
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Appendix B.
Children and Grandchildren of Haavel Halvorson and Berti Hansdatter, continued.
The highlight indicates that the date is confirmed in church records in Norway.
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