Kristoffer Narveson Lesteberg1 and Barbro Ellingsdatter, Charter Members of East Norway Lake Lutheran Church
by Patricia Lindgren, St. Paul, Minnesota; footnotes added by Earl Knutson
Kristoffer Narveson Lesteberg was born 1827 in Sigdal, Buskerud, Norway. His parents were Narve Kristofferson
Lesteberg (1803-1839) and Viel Andersdatter Glesne (1807-1878). His grandmother was Marte Andersdatter Ringnes,
who held rights in her own name to the farms at Nore and Lesteberg, and whose husband and son held rights to Narum.
Marte was considered a minor member of the nobility in Norway thru the Ringneses; one piece of evidence of this is that
Marte was granted a divorce from her second husband by the king – a rare occurrence. Viel’s Uncle Glesne had lost a
1804 lawsuit against the Narums over his purported land claim to Lesteberg. Narve worked as a boat driver on the
Noresund, in addition to owning Lesteberg. He and Viel had five children, two of whom died as young adults. Narve
drowned in the Noresund at the age of 36, leaving his oldest son Kristoffer without a father at the age of 12.
His mother Viel remarried Ole Grimeli and had three more children. Kristoffer got a job driving boats on the Noresund,
just like his father before him. Kristoffer, as the oldest son, would have inherited the Lesteberg farm. He married Barbro
Ellingsdatter Hellerud (or Stubberud - same family - different names) in Krodsherad, but I do not have the date 2. They had
one daughter Viel, born November 1866 in Krodsherad.
Kristoffer sold Lesteberg to his youngest half-brother Erick and left Norway for America in 1867. Father, mother, and baby
Viel traveled by steamship to America with Kristoffer’s brother Truls, settling first in Fillmore County in Minnesota. The
Sigdal history says that Kristoffer and Barbro stayed first in Fillmore County with his cousin Anders Enga. I can’t help
wondering if that “cousin” wasn’t really his brother Anders who had emigrated to the USA in 1852. All the Lestebergs
except Erik eventually emigrated to America. The Krodsherad history ends, so we don’t know for sure, but it is possible
that Lesteberg is still owned today by Erick’s descendants.
Kristoffer, Barbro, Viel and Truls eventually moved to the Norway Lake settlement in Kanidyohi County in 1869. The
family stayed that first winter in the sod house that Even Railson, another immigrant from Sigdal, had built the first year he
came to America. The following spring, they filed homestead claims on land in Arctander Township, Kandiyohi County,
Minnesota and built their own homes on the rolling prairie.
Barbro and Kristoffer reportedly had seven children, but I can only locate five: Viel (1867), Maria (1868), Narve (1869),
Otto (1873), and Berthe Caroline (1879). There is a possibility that Berthe and Caroline are two different people, but I
don’t think so. Otto must have died as an infant, although there is no record of this. All the children except Viel were
baptized at Norway Lake Lutheran Church (later renamed East Norway Lake). Viel married Sigvart Skindelien. Maria
married Ole Ringness (another immigrant from Sigdal), took over the Lesteberg farm in Kandiyohi County, and had five
children. Narve died of tuberculosis at the age of 29, just months after his only child Nora also died of T.B. Caroline
married John Thorseth, and farmed in Swift County, but never had any children.
The 1886 Arctander Township plat map shows Christopher Narveson farming SE ¼ of Section 2, and the W ½ of the SW
¼ of Section 1 – 240 acres in total. His land was valued at $1,041 in 1885 and he paid $12 in property taxes that year.
As a note, in 1894, Barbro Lesteberg paid property taxes on $100 worth of personal property, but no real estate taxes.
Kristoffer died in 1886 at the age of 59, leaving Barbro with four teenage or younger children to run the farm. He is buried
at East Norway Lake Lutheran Church cemetery. Eventually Viel’s younger sister Marie married Ole Ringnes who took
over the Lesteberg farm. Her descendants still farm that land today. Their mother Barbro lived to be 97 years old, and
kept up a correspondence with many generations of her family in Sigdal. Her grand-daughter Clara picked up the
correspondence when Barbro died, so that family members from different continents who had never met each other were
writing to each other regularly. Clara was finally able to travel to Norway late in life to meet Erling Bjerke, a grandson of
Barbro’s sister Gjertu, with whom she had been corresponding for decades. It was a joyful “reunion” for both of them
according to Clara’s daughters.
Barbro died in 1931 at the age of 97. Her funeral service was one of the early pastoral acts of Rev. N.J. Njus, who would
grow to have a strong pastoral presence in the lives of this family. He baptized me (Barbro’s great-great-grand-daughter)
in 1952 at the same brick church. Barbro is buried at First Lutheran Church at Norway Lake very close to all four of her
children, but in a different graveyard than her husband because of a dispute over church doctrine (predestination) that
arose right around the time of Kristoffer’s death. Barbro and her children stayed with the Norwegian Evangelical Church
Synod, and provided donations to build the brick church.
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Kristoffer’s brother Truls and his half-brother Narve, also charter members, have separate pieces in this collection.
The date was April 27, 1863. See Sigdalslag 1929-1932-1941, © 1996 by Sigdalslag of America, page 51
The list of sources for the information presented is too long to be included here. Those interested should contact Patricia
Lindgren.

